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MULVANEY LECTURE 
2019

COMING UP IN MARCH
BBQ & OGM

CBAP ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE (FLYER 

AND SCHEDULE 
ATTACHED)

Upcoming Events 
& LecturesOGM/BBQ -  MARCH 15,  3 :30PM

WORKSHOP:  "MATERIAL EVIDENCE AND 
COGNITIVE EVOLUTION"

THE NEW OUTRIGGER -  FOLLOW THE 
STORIES OF RESEARCHERS IN THE PACIFIC

The ABACUS BBQ and OGM will be taking place next Friday (March 
15th) in the Banks Building courtyard (Building #44).  Come and meet 
your cohort, get to know the School of Archaeology and Anthropology, 
and find out more about what lies ahead for ABACUS members in 2019. 
We will also be electing our 2019 First Year Representative. 
The Agenda for the OGM is as follows: 
- Election of 2019 First Year Representative 
- Motion to amend the consitution 
- Treasurer's opening report
- CAS (Canberra Archaeological Society) Announcement 
Followed by a free BBQ! 
 

The New Outrigger is an initiative of the Pacific Institute at the ANU 
and is a great place to learn more about Pacific research done at the 
ANU through all colleges and disciplines (Pacific studies, 
Archaeology, and beyond)! The project presents opportunities to 
engage with Pacific communities at different levels. Anyone 
interested in Oceania, show your support through reading the blog, 
and following the Facebook page!
https://thenewoutrigger.com/2019/02/21/welcome-to-the-new-
outrigger/?fbclid=IwAR1ARDFjT_APYVFeHt-
cOHX4OxIaf3qpuRUC1MPm0P2TNR09bWCojybQmos

The Centre for Philosophy of the Sciences at the School of Philosophy, ANU is holding a workshop 
examining intersections between philosophy and archaeology in Canberra on the 15th to the 17th of 
July. 
This workshop brings together a group of philosophers and archaeologists who have intersecting 
interests in the nature of archaeological evidence and the evolution of cognition, at a time where the 
unique nature of the archaeological method has sparked the interest of scientists and philosophers 
alike. The workshop will provide a unique opportunity to explore ways in which archaeological 
thinking may provide clues to the evolution of cognition, whilst appealing to resources in the 
philosophy of biology, mind and cognitive science.
Registration essential through Eventbrite:
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/workshop-material-evidence-and-cognitive-evolution-tickets-
55266048238?aff=ebdshpsearchautocomplete
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CAS Lecture 

NMA, Vision theatre, 20 
March 2019, 6pm
"Industrial Archaeology in 
Japan"
Michael Pearson AO, has 
a PhD in prehistoric and 
historical archaeology 
from ANU, and has 
worked for 40 years in 
the heritage field. 
Michael has been 
working for ten years 
with a team of Japanese 
and international 
specialists to develop a 
World Heritage 
nomination called Sites 
of Japan’s Meiji 
Industrial Revolution, 
and also to help manage  
sites after their listing.
Bookings are essential 
through eventbrite!
Friends of the Museum 
and CAS Members: Free
General Admission: $6.36 
For more information on 
upcoming CAS events 
and lectures, visit our 
website: 
https://www.canberraar
chaeologicalsociety.com.
au

https://thenewoutrigger.com/2019/02/21/welcome-to-the-new-outrigger/?fbclid=IwAR1ARDFjT_APYVFeHt-cOHX4OxIaf3qpuRUC1MPm0P2TNR09bWCojybQmos
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/workshop-material-evidence-and-cognitive-evolution-tickets-55266048238?aff=ebdshpsearchautocomplete
https://www.canberraarchaeologicalsociety.com.au/


THE ABACUS 
NEWSLETTER

M a r c h  2 0 1 9

P A G E   2

Last Thursday of the month.
Come mingle and discuss the
latest in the region.
At King O'Malley's Pub 
(Snug Room)
This month it lands on
Thursday 28th March at 
6pm.

OZ/PAC drinks

Reoccuring 
events
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LANDSCAPES FOR LIFE :  A PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD OF 
WARDAMAN PEOPLE AND COUNTRY

ANU School of Archaeology & Anthropology scholar Professor Francesca Merlan has curated an exhibition opening in the 
Northern Territory later this month, 'Landscapes for Life: a photographic record of Wardaman people and country'. 
 
"Wardaman people come from a home territory to the south of Katherine, N.T. in what are now Delamere, Willeroo and 
Innesvale Stations," says Professor Merlan. "I got to know Wardaman people from 1976, when I first met some of them in the 
town of Katherine, and some were still living at Willeroo. I have known Wardaman families over the years since then." 
 
"I took part in a heritage documentation field expedition (1988-90), led by archaeologist Jo Flood, which recorded some of the 
brilliant rock art sites located in Wardaman country. I recorded the narratives associated with these sites, both their 
mythology, and the stories of people's association with the country. 
 
"Many of the photos of the exhibition come from this expedition, when a sizeable number of us (including some volunteers 
helping with excavation and recording of art sites) camped out on country for a time. I published a large documentary work 
on Wardaman language, narratives, and dictionary in 1994, and later did work on flora, fauna and resource use in 
collaboration with the Biodiversity Conservation section of the N.T. Department of Natural Resources."
 
'Landscapes for Life' will run at the K-Space Gallery from 29 March to 13 July.

MULVANEY LECTURE 2019 
This year's Mulvaney Lecture sees Emeritus Professor of Archaeology Peter Bellwood present a chance for 
"broad thinking as well as attention to detail". The overlapping topics of both the early farming dispersal 
hypothesis (described in Bellwood's 'First Farmers [2005]), and the Austronesian dispersal (described in 
Bellwood's 'First Islanders' [2017]) will be discussed along with details of how each topic first sparked the 
interest of Bellwood, and how each concept has evolved synchronously with archaeological science, linguistic 
phylogeny, and ancient DNA. Bellwood also brings attention to the need for a global comparative perspective in 
the age of scientific specialisation, in order to begin to better communicate and understand the age-old question 
of 'why we exist'. 
 
Professor Peter Bellwood has written many books on the human past. In recent years, his research has taken 
him far beyond his original archaeological endeavours in Southeast Asia and Oceania, towards major issues in 
human cultural and biological evolution. These issues include the prehistory of human migration and the 
origins of agricultural societies, in both cases using the rich scientific data available from not only archaeology, 
but also from studies of biological evolution and language family history.
 
'New Light on some Ancient Revolutions'
Wednesday 27th March, 6:30-8:00pm (a reception will follow the lecture). Registrations essential via Eventbrite
Small events spave, upper level, Kambri 'Cultural Centre' (Building #153), ANU. 

CAR Lecture Series

3:30pm in Theaterette 
2.02, Sir Roland Wilson 
Building.
 
22 March: Ingrid 
Ahlgren (Harvard): New 
England in the 'South 
Seas: Museum 
collections from Pacific 
and two centuries of 
New England relations

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/mulvaney-lecture-2019-new-light-on-some-ancient-revolutions-tickets-57755320719









